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He Is Always Close 
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  May the peace of the Lord be with you.  
  During times of trial, it is always helpful to turn to scripture. This day let us read from the 
Gospel of Matthew about the unusual events that took place 2000 years ago on that first Palm Sun-
day:  
    Following Jesus’ instructions, two disciples “brought the donkey and the colt and laid 
their clothes on them. Then He sat on them. Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the 
road. Others cut palm branches off the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds in 
front of him and behind him shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessings on the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" And when Jesus entered Jeru-
salem, the whole city was stirred up. "Who is this?" they asked. The crowds answered, "It's 
the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." (Matthew 21:7-11)  
  This passage teaches us three important things about Jesus.  
  First, it teaches of His courage. He knew he was entering a hostile city. The crowd was en-
thusiastic but the authorities hated Him. If he entered at all, any other man would have entered the 
city quietly, perhaps under cover of night. Jesus entered in a way that made Him the center of at-
tention. He entered in defiance of the authorities.   
  Second, the passage teaches how calm Jesus was. His calmness shows us He knew who 
he was, God’s Messiah, the Anointed One. If Jesus had claimed only to be a prophet, he would not 
have angered the city’s leaders and would not have been arrested. But He would be satisfied with 
nothing less than who He was. With Jesus, it was all or nothing. People must accept Him as King or 
not receive Him at all.   
  Thirdly, the words show us His appeal. He did not seek a physical throne but the kingship of 
the heart. He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. In other parts of the world a donkey is not a digni-
fied animal but, in the east, it was considered noble. Often kings came riding on a donkey, but 
when they did it was a sign of peace. Jesus claimed and is the king of peace, who continues to rule 
today  
  Friends, we have been hit hard by Covid-19. We all have fears. Some fear for their lives, or 
the lives of their loved ones. Others fear for the loss of jobs and livelihoods. To make matters 
worse, as we enter Easter Week, we are unable to worship together. Today, Palm Sunday is nor-
mally a day of hope and celebration; but this year it is quite different. We may feel everything is 
spinning out of control. That is understandable. But God IS still in control and we can still celebrate 
Palm Sunday. Here are five ways:  
  No. 1: Jesus’ fulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures on Palm Sunday is recorded in all 
four New Testament Gospel Accounts: Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-44, and John 
12:12-19. We can all draw close to God by reading the truth of His word.   



 No. 2: Solitary prayer helps us to focus on and draw closer to, God.   

Luke 5-16 tells us:   

  “…He, Himself often would slip away into the wilderness and pray.”  And Mark (1:35) says   

  “In the early morning, while it was still dark, He arose and went out and departed to a lonely 

place, and was praying there.”  

  
 No. 3: Our need to quarantine should not keep us from Christian church gatherings. We need 

only turn on our Smart phones or lap top computers to find faithful church leaders who have estab-

lished on-line church presences. Tuning into the truth of God speaking through leaders locally, 

across the country and the globe has never been easier. Even though we may not know each other 

or be in close proximity, now more than ever we can feel connected through Christ.  

  
 No. 4: Here in Southern California, we can go outside and gather palms or other kinds of flow-

ers and wave them joyously to our neighbors and then bring them into the house to gladden the day.  

We may not be able to do the same activities that we normally would this time of year but it is still a 

time to be joyous and grateful!  

  
 No. 5:  Palm Sunday can be celebrated by putting a “quarantine rainbow,” a cross, or an elec-

tric candle in our windows. These signs of our faith and of who we put our trust, can bring joy to our 

hearts, and those of our family and neighbors.  

  
 So, we can still celebrate the hope and celebration of Palm Sunday.   

Let us close in prayer:  

  Father,  
 We praise You for Palm Sunday. This is the day You have made; we will rejoice and be glad 

in it. We thank You for Your plan to forgive us through Jesus' sacrifice on the cross. You pursue us, 

Father. Help us to set aside time to intentionally celebrate and worship You and Jesus’ entry into the 

Holy City on Palm Sunday. Though we face uncertain times, we know You are the same. You are 

good. You are not moved. You are always close.   In Jesus’ powerful name we pray.  Amen  


